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Here are some of the strange words and signs you will find in some of your pieces!

How to play it
pizzicato or pizz. = pluck
arco = with the bowU = down bowW = up bow> = accent

 = tremolo

Don’t get lost!

 = repeat marks

 = first and second time bars
D.C. al Fine = repeat from the beginning and stop at Fine
D.S. al Fine = repeat from the sign S and stop at Fine
rit. or rall. = gradually getting slower
a tempo = back to the first speedF = pause

Volume control
p (piano) = quiet
mp (mezzo-piano) = moderately quiet
mf (mezzo-forte) = moderately loud
f (forte) = loud
ff (fortissimo) = very loud

or crescendo (cresc.) = getting gradually louder
or diminuendo (dim.) = getting gradually quieter

Italian phrase-book
Allegro = fast and lively
Allegretto = not too fast
Andante = at a walking pace
legato = smoothly
Maestoso = majestically
Moderato = at a moderate speed
Practissimo = lots of Fiddle Time!
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